For their reserve and unobtrusiveness they went unnoted and .unsung the while they did the bulk of the world's work. They were the builders of wealth, the winners of knowledge, the guardians of morality. As once they were the might and power of wartime forces, so later in peace were they the strength and the weal of social, economic and civic orders; the bulwark of the state, the leaven of civilization, the wellspring of culture.
Hence were they resolute, Leading the van on every day of battle, As men who knew the blessings they defended. They were worth their breeding, which doubt not;
For there was none of them so mean and base That had not 
